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TAGS: PFOR EC IS 

SUBJECT: SALE OF ISRAELI KFIR AIRCRAFT TO ECUADOR 

1 . SHLAUDEMAN HAS SENT YOU AN ACTION MEMORANDUM RECOMMENDING 
THAT WE NOT APPROVE ISRAEL S REQUEST TO SELL KFIR 

AIRCRAFT TO ECUADOR. 

2. BAR-ON TELEPHONED THIS MORNING ASKING US TO PASS ON TO 
YOU THE MOST RECENT DEVELOPMENT ON THIS MATTER. HE SAID 
THAT THE ISRAELIS HAD BEEN PRESSED BY ECUADOR TO SIGN A 
CONTRACT FOR THE SALE OF THE KFIR AIRCRAFT BY THE CLOSE 
OF DAY DECEMBER 31 . AFTER SOME CONSIDERATION, THE 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT GAVE AUTHORITY TO THE ISRAELI 
AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY CONCERNED TO SIGN A CONTRACT WITH THE 
PROVISO, HOWEVER, THAT THE CONTRACT WAS SUBJECT TO THE 
APPROVAL OF COMPETENT AUTHORITIES. BAR-ON SAID THAT 
THIS QTE ESCAPE CLAUSE UNQTE WAS DESIGNED TO LEAVE OPEN 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 314161 TOSEC 340166 

FUTURE ALTERNATIVES OR ADJUSTMENTS IN THE CONTRACT OR, 

IN THE WORST CASE, EVEN CANCELLATION. BAR-ON EMPHASIZED 
THAT THE CONTRACT WAS NOT A GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 
CONTRACT BUT ONE BETWEEN COMPANIES. WHEN ASKED ABOUT 
THE DURATION OF THE ESCAPE CLAUSE, BAR-ON SAID HE 
DIDN'T KNOW BUT FELT IT WAS APPLICABLE FOR AT LEAST 
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SEVERAL MONTHS. 


3. BAR-ON WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU HEARD ABOUT THIS 
DEVELOPMENT FROM THE ISRAELIS DIRECTLY RATHER THAN 
THROUGH ANY OTHER SOURCE. HE WAS AWARE, HE SAID, 

THAT YOU HAD DISCUSSED THIS SUBJECT WITH THEIR MIN- 
ISTER OF DEFENSE. 

ROBINSON 


SECRET 
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